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FACTS

* Area - 14,000,000 Km?

¢ Population Human - 1,000

¢ Highest continent - 2500m

e 70% of Earth’s Fresh water

¢ [t's the largest desert on Earth

e 97.6% of surface is under ice

¢ |ce sheet reaches over 4km in depth
e The coldest place on Earth with -90C

¢ Windiest place over 300km/h winds
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r ge'by Roie Galitz in the Drake Passage
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Gentoo Penguin

Gentoo is the largest of all Pygoscelis
penguins. It can be easily recognized
by the wide white stripe extending
like a bonnet across the top of its
head and the red bill. Chicks have
grey backs with white fronts. They are
the fastest underwater swimming
penguins, reaching speeds of 36 km/
h. They feed mainly on krill, but also
on fish and squid. They are the most
numerous penguins nesting in the
Antarctic region.

Chinstrap Penguin

Chinstraps are similar to Adelies in that
they are black and white, but they are
slightly smaller and have a distinctive
black line connecting the black cap to the
part below the chin. The chicks are
uniform brownish-grey and paler below.
On average, the female’s flipper and bill
length is smaller than the male’s. They are
highly gregarious and monogamous. It is
believed they form long-lasting bonds
with their mates. They nest in the
Antarctic Peninsula area and on
Subantarctic Islands. Their population is
estimated in 7.5 million pairs, being the
second largest of Antarctic inhabitants
after the gentoo penguins.
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Adelie penguin

The Adelie is the archetypical
penguin, named after French explorer
Dumont D’Urville’s wife. They are
purely black and white, with a
characteristic angular head, a
distinctive white eye-ring and a tiny
bill. Females are smaller in size, but
like all penguins, the sexes are alike.
The downy chick is uniformly grey.

Black-Browed Albatross

The black-browed albatross is one of the
smaller black and white ‘mollymawks’
with a pale head. This albatross can be
identified at a distance by its underwing
pattern featuring a wide dark leading
edge. At close range, the adult birds have
a yellow eye that makes identification
easy
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Humplback Whale

Humpbacks may be recognized by
their enormous flippers, which can
reach a third of their total body
length. They are normally black, but
the undersides of flippers and flukes
have varying amounts of white and
can be used as aids for individual
recognition. They measure 11 to 19
meters and weigh 25.4-35.5 tonnes.
Males are usually slightly shorter than
females.

Elephant Seal

The southern elephant seal is the world’s
largest seal. It is a heavy-built, long-body
seal with proportionately small flippers
and some skin folds just behind the head.
The dark eyes are large and round. The
adults have short stiff hair, usually dark
grey dorsally and paler ventrally. Males
have squarer and larger heads, with a
conspicuous proboscis, while females
have more rounded heads with no
proboscis. Breeding males may weigh up
to a sixth that of a breeding female. Males
can grow to 4.5-6.5 meters and 3,700
kg; females can grow to 2.5-4 meters
and between 360-800 kg.
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Crabeater Seal

They are relatively slim and flexible,
typically with an elongated, square-
shaped head, protruding dog-like snout,
a long mouth opening and large flippers.
Their eyes are dark and small. The
coloration is predominantly dark brown
dorsally becoming blond ventrally, with a
marked seasonal and individual variation
in coat color. With age, fur gradually
becomes uniformly blond after the molt.
Many are deeply scarred on the back and
body-sides due to attacks by leopard
seals and Kkiller whales. Crabeaters
actually eat krill, not crabs, as their name
suggests.

Leopard Seal

These seals have long slim bodies, with
an almost serpentine appearance and
comparatively large reptilian heads with a
long snout, powerful jaws, broad gape
and relatively small dark eyes. Fore
flippers are rather large, situated near the
centre of the body. They are colored with
dark on the back, almost black or blue-
grey on the flanks, and paler ventral
colouration; a light area variably spotted
with darker grey. They have very long
canine teeth, with long pointed cusps on
the molar teeth. Females are larger than
males (3.8 meters and 500 kg compared
to 2.8-3.8 meters and 300 kg).
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One of our groups in Antarctica

- U YT M7RYY
Huge Icebergs are abundant

Adelie Portrait

Humpback Whale feeding
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TOP DECK

‘T\- o2 .
Observation Lounge

AT RN

LIRS I 1 1) Cabins

Category Average
size

Single 87 sq. ft.
Cabins 8sq.m
Cabins  10sq. m

Cabins 14 sq. m

T XN q1 0V n"™Mau

Twin 106 sq. ft.

Triple 150 sq. ft.

406
406

403| 406
401| 402

0
o
3

Details

One lower
single bed

Two lower beds

Two lower beds and one
upper bed
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